— 


| Ts . -7 
H 1 8 Tv R * 
. 


Remarkable LI F 8 
; Of the Renowned 


—_— — — 2 ů ie wo Pet 


His Flight into Tukey, and his Beha- 


viour at Bender. With the Manner of i 
his Death, at a in —— 


ay. 


Printed 04 Sold in Landon, | 


; y 


King of Sweden. 7 


Givivg an Account of his many Sieges 
and Battles with the Kings of Denmark 
and Poland, and the Geer of Muſcovy. 


= 


CHARLES XII. | 


1 * 
1 * . 
12 9 ; 
} 1%, 15 4 : 
| 
. 
1 - 

— 
n 
1 17 
vr £5 * Fg : V \ 

2 . 9 \ «\ 

83 Ih. > N ; 
v4 &# F* ” * - 
* 9 — * 
o 
% F cs ww 
—— —ů—ů 
4 
re 
* 
3 1 — — 
1 


— Rm 


* 


, _— 1 
” 
4 : * * - i 
4 


_— 


| 7he LIFE of CHARLES XTL. ; 
' King of Sweden. 


"THIS Prince was born in 168, and 

even at fix years of age began to 
ſhew a diſpoſition for mar ia deeds, , and 
diſcovered what he wquls one day. be. | 


* 


He came to the crown ih 1697, under 


the guardianſhip of his moth, cull he was 
eighteen years « f age; but a fe; menths 


after, at the reviewing of leveral regi- | 


ments he.ſemet ve y deep in thought, 
and being aſked the reaſon, by one that | 


/ 
| 
| 
ſtood by, be replicd, { was thin ing EF | 
am capable of commandin z theſe brave 
i 


fellows, and do not care that either they 


or J ſhould rrerive orders fr m a „o- 
man Ihe Queen immediately teſiga d 


the re ency, and Char: s to5k upon him 
the govera-nent, ard was crowned the 
December foliow ng. e 
Three powerful princ s, namely, the 
King of D ume, the Elector of Saxo 
by. and the (zur of Maſcovy, ta“ ing 
advantage of hig 361th, bean ticonfuire 
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ver to put an end to a juſt one, but by 
the deſtruction of my enemies: My re- 
ſolution is fixed, I will attack the fir 


when I have conquered him, I may hope” 


ders for war u ith admiration. 


Ration. When they came up with ti 
Laaith fleet, it declined engaging then 


13 


council, who being aſſembled, and hel, 
with them, in their deliberations they 


were for averting the impending ſtorm iy 
by negociations ; upon which Charles ri. I. 


ſing from his ſeat ſaid, I am reſolved ne. . 


ver to enter upon an unjuſt war, nor ne. It 


la 
that ſhall declare war againſt me, and 5 
J 


to ſtrike a terror into the reſt. Theſt di 


words aſtoniſhed them all, and daring tc Rl 


make no reply, received the King's or 


He ſet out upon his firſt campaign i th 


4700, and never returned to Stoch holt th 
afterwerds; the Dan ſh force cenſiſted q tu 
its own troops, joined by Saxon tioopf v 
belonging to the King of Poland iron, 
Brandenburgh, Woltenbu:tle, and Hell m. 
Caſſel; and the Swedes conſiſte 3 of ciglſ jn 
thouſand of its own men, joined by HH m. 
troops of Hanover, Zell, and three Dutc p! 


rigiments, which embarked on boa 
ſhips, and met Charles at an appointe 


: | 
and ſheered of LIP] gave them an 
opportunity of drawing ſo near Copen- 
hagen, as to throw ſome bombs into the 
Itown. This ſucceſs ſo emulated Charles, 
ethat he propoſed with his troops taking 
the city by land, while the fleet bloeked 
it by ſea; this was agreed to; five thou- 
land men were ordered to embark, Who 
lay on the coaſt of Sweden, and were 
joined to the troops they had on board. 
1 The King entered into a light frigate, and 
A diſpatched three hundred grenathers in 
ſmall ſhallops towards the die: carrying 
the facines, the chevaux de frize, and 
the inſtruments for the pioneers; aſter 
them five hundred men in other veſſels; 
then came the King's men of war, with 
two Engliſh frigates, and two Datch, 
which were to favour the deſcent win | 
' their capnon. On the unexpected move-" 
ment of the veſſels, the inhabitants were 
in a great conſterpation, and placed their 
men behind the _intrenchments, at the 
place which - moſt threatened the ſtorm." 
Ihe King, impatiænt to land, threw him- 
ſelf into the ſea, with his ſword in his 
hand, an hundred yards off the ſhore, 
ang waded through the water above his 
| N . „ 
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middle: in which example he was fol- Þ 
| lowed by moſt of bis nobles who attend- Þ' 
ed him; and they all marched amidſt a Þ 
ſhower of muſket thot, which the Danes 
| diſcharged. The King, who had never I® 
ia his life before heard a diſcharge of Je 
mufkets loaded with balls, aſked what. If 
| whiſtling that was which he heard in his le 
ears ? 05 being told it was the noiſe of Ip 
EK muſket balls, which they were firing on le 
Dim: That's right, ſays he, henceforth it |" 
all be my muſic. And that moment a Id 
ſchot took 45 the head of t e perfoh he d 
| was talking to, who fell down dead at his f 
y 
\ 
6 
\ 
F 
| 
] 
L 
c 
| 


F ſegt. 

* The Daniſh BG and Got took to their 
1 heels; ; and as ſoon as the King was muſ- 
ter of their intrenchments, he fell on his 
1 knees, and thanked God for bis ſucceſs. 
He then warked out the encampment, 
'F and ſent on board for nine thouland freſh 
| recruits, whom a favourable wind the 
nent mot ning brought to him. 

All this paſſed within light of the Da- 
| fleet, 1 durſt not venture to intet- 
13 and the inhabitants in a fright ſent 
deputies to the King, to intreat him not 
10 bombard the town; he received them 


6 
on borſeback at the head of his guards, 


ind the deputits fell down on their knees: | 
before him; he demanded of the town: 
four hundred thouſand rix dollars, with 
orders to ſup. ly his camp with all ſorts. 
of proviſions, which he promiſed they 
ſhould be honeſt] paid for. They how- 
ever brought him the proviſions, not, ęx- 
pecting the payment, but were afl6nifhl 
ed to find the money ready for them by 


Ihe meaneſt foldier. There was ſtfick 


difcipline ob'{rved in the enn no one: 
dared refuſe paying for what they bag, 
and the dead were not ſtripped. till che 1 
King gave orders for the ſame. Prayets | 
were conſtantly read twiee à day, at the | 


which the King al «ays attended, giving. 


bis ſoldiers an example of his picky, as' 
well as his valour; His camp had mote” 
plenty than the town,, för the county” ff 
pec ple choſe rather to fell 70 their enemies 
the Swedes, than to their own W 
men, who did not pay ſo well for them. 
And the citizens were more then ohee 
obliged to-ferch thoſe proviſions from the 


King of Sweden's camp, which they 
wanted in their own markets. | 


The King of. Denma: k, then at Holſ--| | 


| 


| 


| 31 WS 
ein, raiſing the fiege of Toningen ; and 
on Keing the Baltic covered with his 
enemy's ſhips, and the head town of his 
own capital re dy to be taken poſtefſicn 
of by a conqueror, he publiſhed a decla- 
| ration, That whoſoever would take up 
arms . againſt the Swedes, ſhould } ave 
their liberty; this was of great weight in 
the country, where all the peaſants and 
. many of the townſpeople were ſlaves; 
Dut Charles feared not this army, and let 
them know, that he muſt either do juſ- 
"tice io the Duke of Holſtein, (on whoſe 


— 


he. ſhould ſee Copenhagen deſtroyed, and 
his kingdom put to fire and ſword. The 
Aſſue of this threat was the calling a con- 


A 3 at i be 
N — l 


— 


io the war, to the advantage of tke Duke 


of Holstein, who was indemnified for all 
1 the expences of the war, and delivered 
from oppreſion. 1 he King of Sweden 


_ _ — — 


' tisfied with telieving bis ally, and humb - 
ling his enemy. 

Thus Charles XII. at eighteen years 
of age, began and ended a war in, leis 
[| than: ſix weeks. \ «of 


1 


| 
1 


behalf Charles had begun this war.) or 


greſs, which terminated in putting an end 


| would not accept of any thing, being ſa- 


| 
| 


. | I 7 g 
At che ſame time the King of Poland! 


laid ſiege to Riga in perſon, which was“ 
defended*by a Swediſſi general of eighty 


on years of age, and who had ſerved infixty. } 
a- campaipns; but the town being full of Y 
up Curch goods, the ſiege was triſed on the; | 
ve ¶ repreſenta ion of the States Genera. 
in This ſiege being raiſed, Charles ſaw 
nd it expedient to go againſt tbe Czar Peter 
S 3 | Albomwitx, who had ravaged Ingtio with! 

et 100; oo men, and had appeared at Nar- 
5 va, at the head of this great army, in the 
fe 


moſt inclement ſeaſon of the year, 4 where 4 
or he marked out a camp, raiſed rggoi 


and opened-the trenches himſelf; but on 


receiving information t at the King of | | 
Sweden. had ctoſſed the ſea with two 


| hundred: tranſports, - to deliver the town, 


he raiſed 40, oo recruits to ſtop his pro- 
preſs, haſtening their march to the place 
wher2 he expected the king would fand; 
alſo detached 20,000 men from the ſiege 
at Narva, and planted them along the 


King of Sweden's road, who muſt neceſ- 
Pfarily force their way through all thoſe 
troops before they could 5 the camp, i 


which was for fied with a double rampart" | 
and foſſs. I | 9 


. 3 
ll, The" King of Sweden: ſo-n'landed\ in 
Wl the Gulpb of Riga, with 16000 foot, and 
[ 49200 horſe, and: made a flying march to 

Revel wiih his horſe, and 4000 of his 

|-foct,” where he furiouſly attacked the 
| furt poſts of the enemy, who thinking 

the fot: Swediſh army was coming up- 
on them, fled. away very precipitately, and 
the King gained the advanced paſts one 
if by one. untill he in a few days appeared 
l with his 8000 men before a camp of 150 
pieces ut braſs cannon in the front And 
| though wearied wit) ſo long a march, 
| Charles gave them ſcarcely time for reſt, 
bot gave orders ſor the attack without 
delay. 

As foon as the eannen of the eerie 
had made a breach in the intrtnehments, 
they advanced with their hayonets at the 
end of their ſuſeee, and by a v.clent fall of 
Mow were driven to the ver face of the 
enemy; who ſtood their fire about half 
an hour. The King altacked the'©zar's 
quarters, hoping for a re- encounter, but 
he was gone in queſt of an aid of 40000 
men, who were daily expected, pot 
the firſt diſcharge of the enemies ſhot 
the King received a ball in his left ſhoul 


— 


4 


| ( nm 
der, but it-grazed only in a ſlight man⸗ 


p ner upon his:fleſh,; and this acrivity even 
bindered bim: from perceiving that he 
vas „ ounded. - Prefently after his horſe 
'” | was killed ſrom under xg -A.. ſecond! 
© | had his head carried off by .a-cathnen 


ball; and as he was mounting a- third, 
4 theſe fellows, ſays he, make me excrali 
ciſe] and then went to engage and give 
* orders with the (a ne: preſence of mii 
as before. In about three hours the en- 
— trenchments were carried on all ſides, and 
ch. che Kigg with 4000 men purſued 50069, 
elt. and im the fright the bridge broke down, 
end the tiver was in a moment covered 
with the dead; while ſome in deſpa r 8 
?tarned-to their-camp,- poſting themielves 
between ſome barracks, where they de- | 
{ger themſelves for a while, not know 
g how to. make their eſcape ;. and at 
Jaf were obliged to fut render chemſelues, | 
and lay their arms at his Majeſty's feet: ; 
Aich example was ſoon followed by the 
General of the army, and fifty of chef 
other officers. In the mean time night 
came on, and the left wing of the enemy 
ſtill continuing fighting, the, Swedes having 


1 


i 


' 


| | Linn, . 6 
|| foſt r goo men, and the Muſtovites above 
18, oo. The King employed the ſmall 
1 remains of the day in ſeizing upon the 
enemy's artillery; he poſted himſelf to 
dicvantage behind the eamp and town, 
and there ſlept ſome hours on the ground, 
| wrapped up in his cloak, expecting at 
[daybreak to fall on the left wing of the 


. - 
"2 , 


enemy, who was not yet entirely routed. 


#þ {Bur at two of the clock in the morning, 
== SGcneral Wade, who commanded that 
Wing, ſurrendered to the conqueror, with 
f about 30,000 Muſcovites, who marched, 
{| foldiers and officers, before 050 Swedes, 
che ſoldiers as rhey went along throwing 
| down their fuſees and fwords upon the 


4 


** 


; 


| | * - . | = . 4 
) | with their enſigns and colours. In the 


* 


* 
* 
12 


1k 


ap a; river, without retaining a rriſon- 
et, atid entered victorious into Narva, 


« 


: 


= /: attenced by the Muſcovite general offi- 
Gers, to whom he returned their ſwords, 


and gave the commander in chief a thou- 
and ducats, and every inferior officer five 
hundred. Thus Chrrles gained a com- 
plete victory over another of bis combined 
enemies; who, by reaſon of his youth, 


70 


— 


1 ) 3 

thought to A cated him and his 
kingdom to atoms. | ES 

The King of Poland expecting that 
Charles would next vent his fury upon 
him, entered into a league more {trict F 
than ever with the Czar, and to conſult | 
meaſures the better, they had an inter- 
view at Berſen; and the King of Swes» 


den engaged a Scotch Nobleman at that 


place as a ſpy, who by his addreſs got 
into the conterences of the two princes, } 
and got acquainted with their ſecrets, 


the import of which he always immedi- 


ately ſent to the King, | 

The King of Poland not being able-ts } 
engage the Dutch in his quarrel, deter- 
mined to afk peace of the King of Swe- 
den, and as It was a nice affair, he en- 
truſted it to the Counteſs Koninſmark, a 
Swedith lady, famous in the world for 


her wit and beauty, She came to the 


camp in Lithuania, and waited on the 
road till the King rode out to take the I 
air; when he came by ſhe ſtepped out 
of her coach, reſolving to ſpeak to him, 
but as ſoon as the King ſaw her, he made 


ber a low bow, without ſpeaking one 


F 14 


word to her, turned Ale bridle of his 


horſe, and rode back in an inſtant. 80 


i that ſhe gained no other advantage from 


I 


| 
i 


her journey than the ſatisfaction of be- 


| lieviog that the King of Sweden fearcd 


nobody but her. 

The King of Poland therefore not be- 
ing able to obtain peace, fled from War- 
| fa, where the King of Sweden ſoon ar- 
| rived, and the gates were opened to him 
on che firſt ſummons. He immediately 
ſent away the .Po'iſh garriſon, diſmiſſed 
the eity ok and placed his ownin the 
town, order ed the inhabitants to bring in 
their arms, and d:manded. a contribution 


| of leo, ooo franks.— Th: King of Po- 
land was t en getting all his forces toge- 


ther at Cracow, to which place the King 
of Sweden went, Whete the two Kings 


met, and 20,009 S »edes beat 432,000 


Saxons ; after w ic the King of Poland 
haſtily, with the ſcattered remains of his 
troops, retired unto Thorn, which very 


| Joon after ſurrendered to the Swedes. For 


this il]; ſucceſs, the King ot Poland Was 
;Pronounced incapable . of weating the 
crown any longer; he therefore vacated 
it, and withdrew to Saxony. Soon after 


vercame them. 


covite General. 


6 25. 


Staniflaus was crowned in the preſence of 
the. King of Sweden, and à P con- 


fir med. | 
In this: mean whil e lo, ooo Muſcovites 


on one fide, and ſome Saxon troops on the 


other, burnt and ravaged the eſtates of 


the new King Staniſlaus; but Charles and 


he fell on them in ſeparate bodies, and o- 
If Charles found a river 
to be a impediment in his way, he and 


his men would ſwim their horſes over it. 
The baggage of the depoſed King was ta. 
ken, in which were 200,000 crowns and 


800,000 ducats, belonging to the Muſe F 
Charles, at the head of | 


his horſe, weuld often march thirty 


leagues in twenty-four hours, every ſol- 
dier leading another horſe in his hand, to 
mount u he his own was: weary. V 


While Charles was driving the Mus- 


covites, a body of 20000 Saxon: paſſed the 


Oder., and gave battle to a ſmall body of 
half that number of Charles's troops; but 


after a ſmart engagement ſurrendered to 
the Swedes. 


Charles foon af er fell in ih a 
of 10,000 horſe, and 6000 foot, he not 


16 
| having 4000' with him; He broke in 
$ vpon their ranks, they fled, but ſome be- 
ing hid in the hollow ways came out and 
| fuzrounded his Majeſty and his army. 
The King's horſe was flain under him, 
and as one was preſentiing him with a- 
nother, both man and horſe were ſtruck 
dead on the ſpot; ſo he was obliged to 
ght on foot, encircled by ſome of his 
| | officers, who flew to relieve him by ſur- 
| rounding him. Several of them were 
taken, wounded, or ſlain, and the King 
leſt with but five about him. He was 
quite ſpent wit? fatigue, having killed a- 


| | bove a doxen of the e enemy with his own: 


band, without receiving fo much as one 
| wound ; at laſt a Colonel came up with 
| his compans and relieved hjm, and put 


q all the Tartars to the ſword, The army 
E recovered its rank, Charles mounted his 


horſe, and fatigued as he was, purſued 


the Muſcovites, and won five battles: 


| | With them, and laid ſiege to Pultowa, 
Fon the river Vorſtot. Ig the courſe of 


the fiege a carbine ſhattered the Bone of: 


his bes, which he took no notice of; 
but one ofs his en ats ſee ng His boot 


| | bloody, fetched © 4 40 Argeon to 22 , who, 


| 17 f 
v | on examining it ſaid, The leght might be 
red by deep inciſions. Fall to work 
then, ſaid the king, cut boldly, fear no- 
. | thing, He held his leg himſelt, and 
| ſeemed no more affected with the opera- 
on than if it had been performed on 
k. another perſon. While they were dreſ- | 
o || fing it, he gave orders for an aſſault the 
is next morning; but juſt thereon word 
was brought that the Czar appeared with 
re an army of 70,000 men. "oo 
g A few days after was fought the deci- 
2s: | five baitle betwixt the king and the Czar, | 
z- ſin which Charles was entirely defeated, 
n ooo Swedes killed, 6000 taken priſoners, | 
ne his baggage, and fix millions of money, 
th together with all the ſpoils he had taken 
ut Yin Saxony, and he obliged to fly away 
ny Eprecipitately. In his flight his coach 
nis broke dawn, and he wandered all night 
in a wood; the pain of his wound in- 
ereaſing, and his ſpiris being exhauſted, 

he reſted himſelf at the foot of a tree, 
of t the hazard of being ſurpriſed every 
 of:Þ.oment by his enemies, who ſought him 
z n every fide, He was obliged to take 
got belter in Turkey, but was ſcon ordered 1 
hoe remove, by meſſengers from the Grand 


.* 


. Sh 
| 18 I? 
ET urk ; he told 5 meſſengers to go about ||, 
their Sue, or he would ſhave their J 
Wbeards for them; which was the moſt { 
provok ing affront he could put upon em. ff; 
The houſe he was then in was immedi- |, 
Jately ſurrounded by 300 Turks, who ſoon Ib 
ſurrendered to t- 2555 Swedes ; the King |, 
then went to his own houſe, where 200 8 
Turks had got in at a window; he and fc 
bis follewers entered v ith piſtol and fc 
word i in band, and were aſſaulted by the In 
| Janiſſaries on all ſides, of whom they Ib. 
Killed and wounded many. A ball from 3 
a Janiſſary grazed the King's noſe, took In 
| | off a piece of his ear, and the arm of a lot 
General that ſtood by him; to revenge fy. 
| which, be plunged bis (word in the Ja- 
I | nifary' 8 Shut but they barcicaded him Id 
and his atiendants in his chamber, and ge 
| fell to plundering the houſe ; which ſo fg] 
| proveked the priſoners, that they burſt By, 
open the doors, and furiouſly purſued the Iue 
plunderers, killing ſome, while others Nx. 
jamped ont of the window. Another Rr 
party then ſurrcunded the houſe, and ſetKhj; 
fire to it, on which one of the King's at-hyg 
tendants ſ-1d, it was time to rien 


What a A mau is this, _ the Kiog, | 
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_— 
to imagine it was not more glorious to be 
burned than taken priſone:'s! Another 
aid, hat the Chancery Houſe, which 

I vas but fifty paces off, had a ſtone roof, 

* ſod was proof againſt fire ; t at it would 

Abe well to fally out and gain that houſe, 

fad there ſtand on their defence. A true 

> ESwede ! ſeid the King, embracing him, 
come on my friends, aid he, take the 

I [Chancery i ouſe ſword in hand. On this 

e they ruthed out, but Charles having his 

Y boots on fell down, when they took and 

n Fcarried him away to the Baſhaw's quar- 

K ters, ſome taking hold oſ his arms, and 

2 Fothers of his legs; and from thence he. 

e was carried priſ ner to Demittoce. 

After ſome years ſtay in Turkey, King 

m charles returned into Sweeen, and laid 


1d Ffege to Frederickſhall, in Norway; the 
1 cold was ſo extreme, that they might as 
8 


well have broken a rock as opened the 
he uencheg, but as their King ſet them the 
example, they never failed to follow him, 

for he was hardened in conſtitution by 

us long and frequet campaigns, that be 
voulu Tcep in the open field in the midſt 
of winter, on t e boards or ſtraw; covered 
ty with his cloak, without prejudicing | 


20 
his health, Several Cldiers were killed 
with the cold, but durſt not complain 
jon ſeeing what their King ſuffered. A 
little before this he heard of a woman 
who had lived ſeveral months on water 
only; this made him reſolve to try how 
long he was able to faſt; ſo he neitb er 
eat nor drank for five days, and cn the 
morning ef the ſixth he got up and rode 
two leagues, then alighted and eat hear- 
tily, v ithout feeling the leaſt diſorder 
: for his long . Theſe ext'a- 
ordinary abilities could not chuſe but 
make him dreaded by all. 
| On the 21ſt ot December he went at 
night to ſee the trenches, and Rood with 
half his body expoſed to a battery of can- 
1 non Which was cireQly e and 
iag pretty ſmart; on a ſudcen the king 
dropped, fetching a deep fig” ; two of 
j his atteddants ran to him, but he was 
already dead; a ball of half a pound had 
ö — 4 him on the right temple, and made 
a hole bg enough for one to run t eit 
fingers in; his head lying over he pa- 
1 rapet, the left eye was beat in, and the 
right was forced out of its focket ; be 
was dead the moment . e received this; 


| . * 
put he had. the force in that inſtant to 
put his band by a natural motion to the 
guard of his ſword, and lay in that war- 
like poſture. 1 

Thus fell Charles XII. King of Swe- 
den, at the ae of thirty-ſix years and a 
half, hav ng known the extrem s of proſ- 
perity and adverſity; »ithout be ing ſof- 
tened by one, or the leaſt diſturbed by the 
other. 41] his actions, even thoſe of pri- 
vate life, ate beyond any meaſure of pro- 
"| babiity. Perhaps he was the only man 

* P J 

(eco be ſure he was the only King,) who 
ever lived without weakneſs. He carried 
. all the vittues ofa hero to that exe ſs that 
th | tbe/ became as dangerous as any of the 
| oppoſite. vices His reſolution, grown to 
0 ob:tinacy, occaſioned his mistortunes in 
a the U. raine, and kept him five years in 
os Turkey dis liberality degenerating in- 
o pr. fuſion, ruined >weden. H s cu age 
10 growing into raſhneſs was the occaſion of 
* his death. His juſtice as been ſometimes 
vir | cruelty ; and in his latter) ears the-main. 

a. | taining of his prerogative was not ort 
1 of ty cannye His great qualities, any one of 

be which had been enough to mate anothes 
is; princeimmortal, were a misfortunetohig 
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country. He never began a quarrel with 
any, but he was rather implacable than o- 
therwiſe in his reſentment, He was the 
| firſt who ever had the ambition to be a 
conqueror without wiſhing to increaſe his 
dominions. His deſire to gain kingdoms 
Vas only that he might give them away, 
The paſſion he had for glory, for war, 
and for revenge, made him too little of a 
politician, without which the world never 
ſaw a prince or a conqueror. Before a 
battle he was full of confidence, exceed- 


ing modeſt after a victory, and in a defeat 


undaunted. Sparing- no other no more 
than himſelf, he made a ſmall account of 
his own and ſubjects lives, or labours; 
a man extraordinary, rather than g:eat 
man ; and fitter to be admired than imi- 
tated. His life however may be a leſſon 
to Kings. and teach them, that peace 


able and happy government is more to be 


deſired than ſo much glory. He was tal 
and nobly ſhaped, he had a fine forehead, 
large blue eyes, full of ſweetneſs, anda 
handſome noſe ; but the lower part of 


bis face was dilagreeable, and often dil- 


figures by a frequent laugh, w! ich hard- 


ly opened his lips; be, had little Peary o T 
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hair; ſpote little, and it was habitual tc; 
him to anſwer only with a laugh. At 
his table there was always great filence 
With all that inflexible temper of his, he 
was timoreus and baſhful, and weuld have 
been at a loſs in converſation ; for having 
given himfelf wholly up to war, he knew 
but little of ſociety. As to his religion 
though the ſentiments of a prince ught 
not to influence tho e of other men; and 
the opinion of a King ſo little info meg 
as Charles, can be of no great vieight in 
ſuch matters; yet it is proper that men's 
curioſity ſhould be ſatisfied in this part 
cular, as well as others concerning him. 
Charles was a ſerious Lutheran for ſome 
years, till he ſaw the famous philoſopher 
Monſieur Leibnitz at Leipſick; Who was 
a very great free 3 and talked very 
freely, having inſtilled his notions intoff 
more pi inces ti:an one. Charles · learned] 
from the converſation of chis philoſopher} 
a great deal of indifference for Luther- 
aniſm; which he carried much farther 
afterwards, when he had more time in 
Turkey, and had ſ-en ſo many ſorts off 
profetfi-»1', Of all his old opinions hef 
retaine? b. one, which was abſolute f 


n 
Predeſtination; a dodrine which favour. 
ed his courage, and juſtified his temerity, 

As ſoon as he was dead, the ſiege was 
raiſed, and the Swedes made peace with 
all their neighbours, and put an end to 

abſolute power, proceeding to the free 
election of Charles's ſiſter for their queen, 
who renouncing all hereditary right to 
| It, ſhe yi:ided-it to her huſband, the 
| 
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Loutgrave of meſſe Caſſel, and brought 
the States to chuſe him, who aſcended 
the throne on this condition, viz That 
for ever kereafter the Jann of a King 
of Poland ſhou'd be by the free choice 
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